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Infectious disease prevention and control is a cornerstone of
public health, reflecting its origins in epidemic control. The
National Collaborating Centre for Infectious Diseases (NCCID) is

a hub of national and international expertise in infectious disease.

NCCID is closely connected both to frontline public health and primary care systems, where
infectious diseases break out, are detected and treated, and to leading experts and sources

of evidence.

NCCID is a key partner in Canada’s infectious disease prevention and control infrastructure.
It collaborates with all parts of the surveillance, investigation and control system, including
front-line clinicians and programmers, provincial and territorial public health organizations,

national and inter-provincial committees, and the Public Health Agency of Canada.
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https://nccid.ca/project-streams/

KEY STRATEGIES AND APPROACHES

NCCID works across disciplines, sectors

and jurisdictions

Online communities advance practice for
highly-specialized public health practitioners
who are spread across jurisdictions with few
opportunities to interact in person; including
for example, the LinkedIn discussion group
on mathematical modelling (mod4PH).

'The National Notifiable Diseases Database
maps and tracks how infectious disease
surveillance and control occurs across Canada.
It helps provincial and local public health
organizations better interpret their own

surveillance information.

INFECTIOUS QUESTIONS

A PUBLIC HEALTH PODCAST
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2. NCCID connects decision-makers and

practitioners with knowledge and with

each other

Emerging infectious diseases such as Zika virus
As disease outbreaks develop, major problems

can emerge quickly. NCCID responds rapidly
with Disease Briefs and Quick Links, sharing
coordinated knowledge and evidence from experts

and partners.

Persistent infectious diseases such as influenza
To help keep the public health workforce current
on effective strategies and move collective debate
torward, NCCID develops and shares reviews of
key issues, such as the importance of equity in

discussions of burden of diseases.

Evolving infectious diseases such as STIs and TB
NCCID organizes and brokers information
through publications, workshops, webinars

and podcasts, such as how public health units

in various settings cope with overwhelming

Chlamydia

case volumes
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https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6787233/profile
http://nddb.ca/diseaseinfo/list
https://nccid.ca/collection/emerging-infectious-diseases-and-outbreaks/
https://cdn.centreinfection.ca/wp/sites/2/20170307163103/BoDequity_eng.pdf
https://nccid.ca/publications/
https://nccid.ca/events-list/
https://nccid.ca/webcast/
http://nccid.ca/rethinking-chlamydia/%20
http://nccid.ca/rethinking-chlamydia/%20
https://nccid.ca/collection/refugees-and-public-health/
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CASE STORY

Notifiable Diseases Database - consultation and
collaboration for an essential public health resource

The Notifiable Diseases Database (NDDB) is a Canada-wide, searchable database

of case definitions and reporting requirements for 244 communicable diseases in
the provinces and territories and by the federal government.

Canada has international surveillance obligations

for a set of diseases. However, since every province Dy 3 ifi i
and territory define its own list of notifiable diseases, , #JotAlf!la_lgeBnlsAe aSseEs

including the criteria for defining reportable cases,
there is considerable variation across jurisdictions.

Since disease lists, case definitions and reporting ) ) ]
Rapid access to side-by-side

requirements can change, the database is regularly comparisons, by jurisdiction or disease

updated.

For each province and territory, the database includes:

Creation of the database developed * which diseases must be reported, and how

stronger networks and encouraged each disease is defined;

overdue updates * who must report them (e.g., doctor, nurse,
laboratory technician, school principal);

* Led by the NCCID, this initiative involved « where diseases must be reported (Ministry
consultations with public health stakeholders of Health, medical officer of health, Public
in every province and territory and with federal Health Agency of Canada, World Health
public health staft. While participating in the Organization); and
building of this database, several jurisdictions - when diseases must be reported (immediately,
were spurred to proceed with overdue updates. within 24-hours).
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Diseases don’t respect borders

Since communicable diseases travel
quickly across borders, provinces and
territories need to be able to compare
their reporting information to inform
their decisions.

User-friendly search options

* Users can search by transmission type and for
vaccine-preventable diseases. The database also

includes the most recent source of case definitions

and notes the date this information was last

updated.

“As we consulted across jurisdictions,
shared information, and incorporated
updates, we noticed that the definitions
of cases became more consistent as
common terminology was being used...
several jurisdictions changed and
evolved their list of notifiable diseases
as a result of participating in building
this database.”

NCCID PROJECT MANAGER

Please cite this document as: National Collaborating Centre for Infectious Diseases. (2018). Influence-in-action. In: National Collaborating Centres
for Public Health (Ed), Strengthening public health across Canada. The influence of the National Collaborating Centres for Public Health. pp 32-35.

Strengthening public health across Canada: The influence of the National Collaborating Centres for Public Health is available in its entirety in

electronic format (PDF) at www.nccph.ca.

La version frangaise est également disponible au www.ccnsp.ca sous le titre Appuyer la santé publique partout au Canada - l'influence des Centres

de collaboration nationale en santé publique.
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